











mistrust, hostility, abuse, control and immediate gratification.
And for many of these kids, each day moves the balance of
bondage and freedom more toward bondage. I have also seen
parents livid with anger and blind to their own personal
problems. It is, therefore, important that both ingredients
—atmosphere and sensitivity—are operating for growth to be
constructive,

The father was willing to risk in allowing his son to make
decisions and to suffer the consequences of those decisions.
He was also willing to be there—ingredient three—when help,
guidance or intervention was needed. Ingredient three is
important in the changing role of the parent in an adolescent-
family. The parent, I believe, must be available and must be
willing to forgive, guide and help in any way possible so that
various individual and family goals can be accomplished.
There will be many unexpected detours along the way. These
must be met with an atmosphere for growth, sensitive
guidance and someone being there. Then growth will be
constructive. In short, the family under the direction of the
parent will be a place where people can find themselves, a
finding not limited to the adolescent but including children
and parents. '

With the older brother, more is learned about adolescent-
family. The brother had never left home; he was faithful and
obedient and was promised the father’sinheritance. However,
he, too, was lost—lost in the performance of being the older
son. “I performed for you for years, have I done this for
nothing?” The father being sensitive hears this correctly as a
cry for help. It is a reminder that the nice, obedient and
successful child is sometimes lost and needs an atmosphere for
growth, sensitivity and for someone being there. I am con-
vinced it is easy to overlook the “good” child.

Realize, parents, that family work is never over. Just when
one crisis is resolved and the celebration is in full swing, there
is another cry for help which is heard. The father attends to it
immediately and the work of family goes on. One cultural
myth is that father works all day and comes home to relax and
rest. The myth is what father comes home to. He arrives at a
little laboratory where lives are in process—growing and
changing. Sometimes this atmosphere will be relaxing, affirm-
ing and fulfilling, while at other times it will be intensely
demanding, uncomfortable and emotionally draining. For
you see, the work of the family is never over; but rather, when
done effectively it provides us with ingredients that fulfill the
primary objectives of our creation—loving ourselves and our
neighbor. God created us, and he is the fulfillment of our
deepest longings, a fulfillment worked out in interactions with
those who are significant to us. Isn't it exciting that Christ
chose the context of an adolescent-family to convey to us the
working out of our salvation? And that the healthy ingredients
of family—an atmosphere for growth, sensitivity and under-
standing, and one who is always there—have been given to us
by God and operate in our relationship with him? L]
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guiding and comprehensive view of life that furthers inter-
personal competence? Do the parents possess a “static”
(authoritarian) or “dynamic” (open-minded) view of salvation
and life? Does church membership and activity mean for the
parent the internalization of an understanding of the church’s
teaching on justification, election and mutual responsibility,
or is church loyalty merely “institutional” and social? One
would expect that those parents who have a mutually reward-
ing relationship with each other, with others in the church and
with the meaning of the church’s faith and life might more
easily absorb family tensions because the images they hold
—the good family, the good parent, the good child and the
good future—do not become God for them. 8
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